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SUBJECT: ACTING STATE PRESIDENT SWORN IN 

1 . PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE MARAIS VILJOEN WAS SWORN IN 
YESTERDAY (AUGUST 14) AS ACTING STATE PRESIDENT TO REPLACE DR. 

NIC DIEDERICHS WHO SUFEERED A HEART ATTACK OVER THE WEEKEND. 

2. DR. DIEDERICHS IS REPORTEDLY MUCH IMPROVED, BUT PRIME 
MINISTER VORSTER TOLD THE PRESS THAT DIEDERICHS NEEDS COMPLETE 
REST TO ENSURE RECOVERY. VORSTER SAID IT IS EXPECTED THAT 
VILJOEN WILL BE EILLING IN EOR NO MORE THAN A MONTH. 

3. VILJOEN, 62, IS A VETERAN NATIONALIST AND HAS SERVED FOR THE 
LAST THREE YEARS AS SENATE PRESIDENT. PRIOR TO THAT APPOINT- 
MENT, HE WAS EOR NINE YEARS MINISTER OE LABOR AND HELD AT 
DIEFERENT TIMES IN THE SAME YEARS THE PORTEOLIOS OE COLOURED 
RELATIONS, INTERIOR, AND POSTS AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS. VILJOEN 
HAD A LONG CAREER WITH DIE TRANSVALER BEEORE BECOMING AN MP 
IN 1953. IN A JUNE 1975 EDITORIAL, THE RAND DAILY MAIL CALLED 

HIM "CLEARLY VERKRAMP AND A POLITICAL OPPORTUNIST" AND CASTIGATED 
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HIM EOR SAYING THAT IF TIMES EVER BECAME HARD IN SOUTH AERICA, 
BLACKS WOULD BE REMOVED EROM JOBS IN FAVOR OF WHITES. 

4. COMMENT: DR. DIEDERICHS' HEART ATTACK INCREASES THE CHANCES 
OE HIS RETIREMENT BEEORE THE NEW CONSTITUTIONAL SET-UP IS 
IMPLEMENTED, POSSIBLY IN 1980, THUS OPENING THE WAY EOR 
VORSTER'S ACCESSION TO THE NEW EXECUTIVE STATE PRESIDENCY 
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SHOULD HE WISH TO DO SO. SHOULD DIEDERICHS NOT RECOVER AND 
RETIRE EARLY, VILIOEN COULD CONTINUE AS ACTING STATE PRESIDENT. 
EDMONDSON 
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